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Adult Continuing Education

One of the great untapped resources of most congregations is Adult Continuing -
Education. There was a time when congregational life and worship grew out of a
vibrant and enthusiastic Sunday School program that included children, youth and
adults. Now most adults assume that their Sunday morning "obligation” is to attend one
of the worship services and they give little or no thought to coming for a second hour to
be involved in some educational experience.

This past Sunday we introduced a set of options that wouid address our continuing
interest in providing two worship opportunities and also offer a separate time for our
Church Schoot program. We will continue to gather your input as we make plans for our
fall programming that will begin on September 10.

There are two aduit classes that meet on Sunday morning, one during the first service
and the other during the second service. It is very likely that both of those classes will
continue to meet. In addition, we would like to offer a choice of options that would meet
for four or eight weeks each, giving us variety and the constant chance to dive in with a
class that tickles our imagination. The participants in these elective classes would be
constantly changing, giving us a broader opportunity to come fo know each other better.

| think that our adults have wisdom and insights that will enrich us all as faith and life
experiences are shared and celebrated. The leaders of these classes are both teachers
and facilitators of these conversations with each other. We are thinking about classes
that deal with Bible study, contemporary issues, important books and other curiosities.
Your suggestions for both subject matter and leadership would be most appreciated.

Let us know what you are thinking, and how we can deepen the life of our congregation.
Peace, John Krueger




NOTES FROM THE COUNCIL. . ..

The July Council meeting was a lengthy one, but [ hope we have paved the way for a
better future for St. John’s. The Council thanks the individual who made possible the
repairs to the Good Shepherd window. We appreciate your generosity and your love for
St. John’s. The Council continues to be good stewards of the church’s money, even in
these difficult times. Rosemary Thomas, treasurer, watches our finances very carefully,
and we appreciate all her efforts on our behalf.

The Council approved Hunger Inc.’s request for help in stocking their shelves. They
need canned soups and “food in a box”. We will host a food drive on August 13%,

A special congregational meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, July 30", to seek the
congregation’s approval to sell the Trinity House property.

For an entire year, the Council has debated, argued, and passionately discussed at length
the “equal marriage resolution” passed by the General Synod in July, 2005, At every
meeting since August, 2005, this topic has occupied a large part of each Council meeting.
Some of you have probably felt that we had forgotten about the resolution, but, be
assured, we have not! But it is important that we “get it right”. The Council will present
a statement to the congregation at the annual meeting that assures the membership that St.
John’s is bound by the moral laws of the Bible, and the laws of Indiana and the United
States, not by the resolutions passed by the General Synod.

Another topic on our agenda was the fall worship schedule. It is my belief that we need
to build up our Sunday School program. We will conduct a “straw poll” on July 23" to
get input from the congregation before making any decisions.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a special congregational meeting on Sunday, July 30, to ask the
congregation to approve the sale of the Trinity House. The meeting will immediately
follow the worship service.




On Sunday, August 13, St. John’s
will host a food drive to help Hunger,
Inc. They are in dire need of two
things: canned soups and “food in a
box”, such as Hamburger Helper,
Macaroni & Cheese, cereal, etc.
When you do your grocery shopping, pick up a few of
these items and bring them with you to church on
August 13. Whenever there is a need, the people of
St. John’s respond generously. Let’s show Hunger,
Inc. what we can do!

RUMMAGE SALE—The Rummage Sale
committee would like to thank all those whose
donations of merchandise, time, energy, and baked
goods made this a successful event for our church. A
detailed accounting will appear in the next Herald.

MISSION TRIP ORGANIZATIONAL

MEETING—If you are interested in attending this
year’s mission trip to Shannondale Commumty
Center in Salem, Missouri, please plan to attend the
organizational meeting on Sunday, August 27, at
6:00 p.m. The mission trip is scheduled for Sunday,
October 15- Friday, October 20. At the August 27
meeting we will be discussing travel, meals, work
assignments and all of the various details that need to
be talked about prior to the tnp. WE NEED YOU!
Please join us! If you plan to go on the trip, but
cannot attend the August 27 meeting, please let
Joanne Hearrell know so that you can be counted.
This is St. John’s 10™ mission trip — it’s a very
rewarding experience — new workers are welcome!

SHANKYOU

Thank you for all the cards and prayers that I received
while I was sick. Thanks to Pastor John, Pastor Don
and Mindy for always calling and checking on me.
Also, thanks to Kay Gutenson and the Rainbow
Committee, for making sure I had lunch and dinner.
St. John’s is a great Church family, and I am so
grateful that I am a part of it.

Carol Emhardt

Pre-School News. . .

We will begin our school year on August 14. We still
have openings 1 all 3 classes. If interested please call
the church office §81-2353.

Our 6 mini-camps for the summer were very
successful. We hope to offer them again next
SmmMmer.,

We would like to thank Jacob Dobbs and crew for
refreshing our room with a new coat of paint.

Larry Leser
October 13, 1942 — July 3, 2006

Alice Bowles
July 4, 1930 - July 13, 2006
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