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In the summer of 1989 | sang in an interdenominational, interracial choir in Fort Wayne that sang
concerts in cities that were behind the Iron Curtain in East Germany. For two weeks we traveled in
that closed and controlled country, just before the Berlin Wall came down that fall. We were warmly
received in each of those church settings, with crowds of people coming to hear our concerts. It
was obvious that the stirrings of freedom and change were in the air and we were not overly
surprised that the impetus for this “revolution” had its birth in Christian churches.

One of the anthems we sang was entitled “This Is My Song,” a poem written by Lloyd Stone in
1934 as Europe was recovering from the ravages of World War | and the German Nazi movement
was taking shape. The poem is a powerful witness to the bold concept that one can love one’s
country and yet allow someone else to equally love a different country.

“This is my song, 0 God of all the nations,

A song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
But other hearts in other lands are beating

With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

“My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
O hear my song, O God of all the nations,

A song of peace for their land and for mine.”

The Fourth of July holiday provides us with a fitting opportunity to celebrate our nation’s history,
the blessings we have received because this is our country of origin. Our sense of patriotism
should afford us an equal appreciation for other nations and other peoples, for our world is a
wonderfully diverse community of nations. Revel in the uniqueness of our American experience,
and remember that as we often ask God to bless America, we also need to ask God to bless all
those who share this world with us. Peace, John Krueger



2XU &KXUFKTV :LGHU OLVVLRQ
WITV ZKR ZH DUH

6RPH IUHTXHQWO\ DVNHG TXHVWLRQV DERXW 2XU &KXUFK{TV :LGI

1. What is it?

2XU &KXUFKYV :LGHU OLVVLRQ RIWHQ DEEUHYLDWHG 2&:0 LV Wtk
to HYHU\WKLQJ ZH GR WRJHWKHU DV D FKXUFK 2XU &KXUFK{V LG
QDWLRQDO PLQLVWULHYV RI WKH 8&& 2XU &KXUFKYV :LGHU OLVVL
funding of core programs; and Special Support, for specific mission opportunities through the four UCC

special mission offerings.

2.+RZ PXFK RI P\ RITHULQJ HYHU\ 6 XQGD\ JRHV WR 2XU &KXUFK{V
It depends on how much your congregation decides to contribute. Every congregation decides for itself how

much to contribute to OCWM. Most congregations give between 5% and 20% of their current local expenses

WR 2XU &KXUFKYV :LGHU OLVVLRQ 7KLV PHDQ V5VvéKsDiwveyBolldd O FK)
for local ministry and mission. On average, among the 5,850 congregations in the UCC and 39 Conferences,
Conferences use about 2 % cents out of every dollar, and the national ministries receive 2 cents out of every

dollar given by UCC members.

3.+tRZ PXFK WRWDO 2XU FKXtddnéy isinéceitedhiy the Galtidh®l ImiiXtries of the

UCcC?

In 2004, the UCC national ministries received $15,692,335 in OCWM contributions. This included

$5,192,335 in receipts from the four UCC special mission offerings (Neighbors in Need, The

Christmas Fund, Strengthen the Church, and One Great Hour of Sharing). These contributions for Our
&KXUFKTV :LGHU OLVVLRQ UHSUHVHQW DERXW RI WRWDO FKXU

4. How muchmoney JLYHQ WR 2XU &KXUFK{V :an@dhihidratidiv?Lirtie natonellS H Q W
PLQLVWULHYV RI WKH 8&& RMisséiRenDiliDtiénX doe Rudgted IRK TV -
2005 for administration, which includes the costs of overall organization of the national ministries and those

parts of salaries, benefits, financial operations, rent, office costs, insurance, and professional fees that apply

to administration. Your Conference can tell you how much OCWM money it spends on its own

administration.

5.+RZ LV JLYLQJ W RWRWMikisdiféréanffvom giving to other good causes?

2XU &KXUFKYV :LGHU OLVVLRQ NHHSV WKH FKXUFK VWURQJ HYHC
The church has a unique and important role to play in our society and the world, today and for future

generations. YoucDQ KHOS VXVWDLQ WKH FKXUFK DQG LWV PLQLVWULHYV
your congregation.

God is still speaking,

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST



Report of the 43d Annual Meeting of the Indiana-Kentucky Conference held June 2-3, 2006 submitted by
Carolyn Hayes

St. John's delegates were Karen Raufeisen, Gene Nix, and Carolyn Hayes. The Title of the meeting was “United
Around the Table” - based on 1 Corinthians 12:13. The theme of the meeting was “Missions.” At each Plenary Session
a representatives from the Wider Church Ministries and the Gulf Coast Recovery spoke to those in attendance.
Worship services were held each day focusing around the theme and the title of the conference. Hearings were held
on the 2007 Compensation Guidelines, the 2007 Budget, and the four resolutions presented by area churches.

During the plenary sessions the business of the meeting was conducted. Highlights of these meetings are given below.

Financial Overview for 2005
Total OCWM Basic support $1,061,221.47

Expenses

National Share of OCWM $362,264.79 * Based on 35% share
Program Committees & Boards 56,668.77

Associations 3,509.47

Board of Directors 23,888.88

Staff Expenses 568,485.95

Office Expenses 93,258.33

Total Expenses 1,108,076.19

Net OCWM Deficit (46,854.72)

St. John’s contribution to OCWM for 2005 was $20,720.00.

IKC 2006 Budget - $1,210,000 (change in retention rate 15%)
Expected shortfall in 2006 - $185,000 due to 10 churches withdrawing, 2005 deficit, and decrease in
OCWM.

IKC 2007 Budget

1. Basic Support Goal of $1,003,500

2. OCWM Retention Rate — 20% of basic support and gifts from individual donors will be forwarded
to the National Church and 80% of Basic support and gifts from individual donors will be retained by
the Conference.

3. 2007 Budget with total income of $1,406,245 and total expenses of $1,406,245.00

Why is it Important to Continue giving to OCWM and how is the money used? The dollars given to OCWM Basic
Support funds the Program Staff, Merom Conference Center, the works of the committees, social service grants given
in Indiana-Kentucky Conference, the works of the Board of Directors, and the staff in the KIC Office, but also the staff
on the National Level. Supporting the staff on the Conference level make possible the clergy and lay educational
programs, Search and Call program for churches and clergy, the monthly Mid-Month Mailing, the communication to
churches and moderators, insurance and financial assistance, the Treasurer's and Mission Handbooks, updating the
Resource Center, and many other services. On the National level, your giving supports programs, committees and
staff in education, retirement and insurance; and because the support through OCWM, the donations to catastrophe
funds are given 100% to those victims.

Election of Officers and the Conference Minister

The new Moderator will be Mr. Darwin Harting, St. Luke UCC, Jeffersonville, IN. Eleven

General Synod Delegates were elected for the 2007 and the 2009 meetings. Rev Stephen Gray was
reelected for another term.

State of the Conference Address 2 Stephen Gray
He spoke of the challenges before us and provided understandings on how as a Christian community we can respond.

2007 Compensation Guidelines for IKC-UCC Clergy passed.
These guidelines include information about minimum cash salary, benefits and professional expenses. ‘Guidelines
were also adopted for part time pastors.



Proposed Amendments to the IKC Constitution and Bylaws were presented and passed. The main focus was to
increase the number of lay delegates to include a person who is aged 14 — 21.

Resolutions
1. A Reaffirmation of the Historic and Ecumenical Christian Perspective on Marriage (Eastern
Association)
2. A Reaffirmation of Marriage Based on the Word of God (Western Association)
3. A Resolution Encouraging the Congregations, Associations and Organizations of the IKC to Honor
Marriage and to Respect the Diverse Expressions of the Family of God. (Plymouth Congregational
UCC)
4. A Declaration of the Indiana Kentucky Conference as an “Open and Affirming” Conference of the
United Church of Christ. (Plymouth Congregational UCC)

None of the resolutions were acted upon. Instead all four were postponed indefinitely.

As a result of this action the Seeking a Faithful Response motion was presented and passed. This
motioned charged the IKC to:

1. Appoint a taskforce to develop a program of open and faithful study and discussion first around the
issues of Biblical Interpretation and Biblical Authority.

2. Report back to the 44th Annual Meeting

3. Forward copies of the four resolutions and an explanation of actions to the National Church
president and executive council

Barnabas Award 2 2005 Mission Recognition

St. John’s submitted a nomination form for our mission trips, free meal for the community each month and the
Trinity House for victims of domestic violence. Immanuel — Indianapolis, St. Andrew — Louisville, and Zion
Evangelical — Indianapolis received special recognition for their mission work. St. John’s provided a display of our
work for the conference.

6W -RKQYV ZDV UHFRJQL]JHG DV D IRU FKXUFK
We contributed financially to OCWM, Neighbors in Need, the Christmas Fund, One Great Hour of Sharing and
Strengthen the Church.

Besides the business portion of the conference time was available to learn about the many missions of the IKC such
as:

Food Resource Bank

Missionworks — Global Ministries

Brooklawn Child & Family Services

The Good Samaritan Home

Heifer Project International

New Church Start Committee

Bob Kleeman served as an adult advisor to the Youth Pages at the conference.

| encourage other members of St. John'’s to attend the Indiana-Kentucky Conference meeting in the future, either as a
delegate or as a visitor. One can learn more about the workings of the conference by attending.



Some new books were purchased for
the library that you might be interested
in this summer. TWELVE
ORDINARY MEN by John
MacArthur, (How the Master shaped
his disciples for Greatness and what He
wants to do with you)

TWELVE ORDINARY WOMEN by
John MacArthur, (How God shaped
Women of the Bible and what He wants
to do with you).EVERY MAN,

An Organist Search Committee has
been appointed and will begin an active search for
a new organist. Joanne Hearrell has agreed to
chair the committee. Other members are Bob
S6PLWW\’ 6 PLWK 'DYH
LaGrange, and Debi Burns. If you know an
organist who might be interested, please share this

*2'96 0$1 (YHU\ ODQYV *XLGH Wwithamemlaebquep\eommittee.

and Daily Integrity). This is part of a series called
THE EVERYMAN SERIES and | would be
interested in any opinions as | am not familiar
with these books. Doris Dobbs 888-0369

Coffee  Hour has
been moved from
Fellowship Hall to
the hallway by the
Knack room for the
summer months. Coffee and rolls will be available
at 9:30 a.m. before the service and for a short time
following the worship service. Come a few minutes
early or stay a few minutes after the service and
enjoy some time visiting with one another.

RECEPTION FOR TOM HOOTEN
$XIXVW
6XQGD\ DW 6W
as First Trumpet with the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra. This is a great opportunity for Tom,
and we wish him well. However, he will be

THANK YOU

Thank you for all hard work coordinating
WKH EORRG GULYH DW 6W
Christ. There were 6 successful donors and 4
deferrals. Nearly 20 Indiana hospital patients
could benefit.

| look forward to working with you again.
We truly appreciate your dedication to help save
lives in our community.

Judy Helminger,
Field Representative
Indiana Blood Center

Hymnals. They are wonderful! I grew up with this
Hymnal, but have lost track of mine and am so
happy to reconnect with the songs of our faith.

JUHDWO\ PLVVHG E\ WKH SHRS Mahy Rank&awnd blesfngQ TV ZKR

have grown to love him and appreciate his talent
at the piano, the organ, and the trumpet. There will
be a RECEPTION for Tom in the Fellowship
Hall following the service on August 6. Please

Rob Henson

Dear Pastor Crismon

PDNH SODQV WR MRLQ XV DV ZH FHOkE ydb ioHYOnR \Bsif o \SH [Biancis

with us.

July 20 - 22

Hospital and the many telephone calls during my
knee replacement surgery.
Also, thank you to all those who sent cards
and prayers. It was deeply appreciated.
Sincerely,

5XHKU

-RK(

ZLOO EH RUJDQLVW "HOAU 3RRWROQIDQGDBWHWRSOH RI 6W
-RKQTV 7RP KDV D FFhsWod Br &ndinR Md_ 3L yRuO used

9LUJLO 36NLS” (ONLQV



THANK YOu

Ladies of the Church,

| just wanted to thank you for the
lunch you had for me and my family after
the funeral. It was so thoughtful of all of
you to prepare lunch for us. It was truly
appreciated.
Many thanks! The family of Ann Cundiff

Thank you to all who provided goodies and
VOQDFNV IRU WKH OL[ LQ
to the volunteers for their time and smiles
as we hosted this event. The Mix could not
have happened without you.

Pat Krueger

Anna Cundiff
D.0.B.11-11-1911 D.O.D. 6-4-2006

Anna Cundiff
By:  Irene & Gene Moore
Mary Martha Circle
Vi Hauser
M/M Dave Ruehrschneck

Art Day
By:  Gene Nix

KefRIgHsai0ay po VR

By: = Mary & John Stewart

Dorothy Ressler
By;  Mary & John Stewart

Fred Vehling, Jr.
By:  Mary & John Stewart

FINANCES - MAY 2006

CONTR EXPENSE BALANCE
Current Fund 13,366 16,503 (3,137)
Benevolence Fund 2,961 4,176 (1,215)
Building Care 1,932 1,307 625
Replacement Fund 551 551
Debt Reduction - Roof 536 206, 330
All Other Funds 5,447 6,493 (662)

TOTAL CONTR - EXPENSE = NET

$24,793 $28,685 (3,892)



2006 SUMMER CAMPS

We have 10 campers going to church camp this
summer. Please keep these youth in your prayers as they
grow and experience the Lord in an amazing way. The
address of the camp is below if you would like to write to
these kids.

Merom Conference Center
<RXWK¢fV 1DPH
P.O. Box 127

Merom, IN 47861-0127

Faith Journeys | 6/19-6/24 | Caleb Plummer
Tn-Level 7/9-7/15 | Alex Carlisle
Tn-Level 7/9-7/15 Kelsey Carlisle
Tn-Level 7/9-7/15 | Cara Ford
Tn-Level 7/9-7/15 | Andrew Hams
Tn-Level 7/9-7/15 | John Hayes
Tn-Level 7/9-7/15 | Emily Houston
All Ages | & ifi | 7/16-7/22 | Cory Rucker
All Ages | & Il | 7/16-7/22 | Haley Smith
All Ages | & 111 | 7/1 6-7/22 | Kelsey Smith

This summer we begin church together every Sunday
morning and then the children and youth are being
dismissed for Children and Youth Learning Time. We
have various teachers rotating throughout the summer
for the children ages 3 to 12 and Laura and Steve
Squires leading the youth. A special thanks to the
teachers, parents and students for participating in this
new program. Beginning in the fall we will start Sunday
school back up and we have already begun the
recruitment for teachers. This is the time to pray and
consider your comments. Make a decision for the next
school year and help with the student ministries here at
St. Johns. Please contact Mindy or one of the BCE
members if you would like to teach this fall or if you
would like to help with the Jr. Youth Group, or Youth
Group.

We want to thank Larry States, Karen
Raufeisen, Dave Ruehrschneck, Carolyrm Hayes, Mail
Good, Seth Good, James Hayes, Stefanie Neumeyer,
Dianna Brooks, Holly Brooks, Pam Dobbs, Rachel
Dobbs, Susan Smale, Rosemary Thomas, and Mindy
Dwyer for helping out at the race track during the
Indianapolis 500 Race. We manned one booth and one
program stand and rose over $1200.00 between the
two. We are manning the booth and program stand for
WKH )RUPXOD 2QH RQ -XO\
in August. We need volunteers to man these booths.
Pleas see the sign up sheet in the back of the sanctuary
or contact Rosemary.

Due to the busy schedules of the youth this
summer and other commitments we will not be going
to Atlanta for the youth mission trip. We placed a
special request in to the Youth Works organization and
received a credit for a mission trip in 2007. Please
keep the youth in your prayers as we plan and start a
new school year. If you have any questions please
contact Mindy and | will be glad to answer any of
them.

Praise the Lord we have 57 students registered for
VBS. These students are searching for Jesus as they
investigate 5 rooms. These five rooms have 5 stories
that the characters tell in the Garden (Adam and Eve
Story), the Dining Room (the Last Supper), The
Family Room (Prodigal Son), The Kitchen (Mustard
Seed! growing in faith), and the Formal Living Room
(Treasures in Heaven). We want to thank the several
volunteers who have giving their time and donations to
the event. Without those dedicated, enthusiastic

YROXQWHHUY WKH NLGV ZRXO0OGQ

wonderful time. Thank you and God bless.

ZY1 DQ



