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St. John’s United Church of Christ OCTOBER, 2006 

 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 
 
For as long as I can remember I have associated the first Sunday of October with both 
World Communion Sunday and the Neighbors In Need Offering. This coming Sunday, 
October 1, we will center our worship around the Lord’s Table as celebrate this sacrament 
with our sisters and brothers all over the world. Although there is much that still separates 
the Christian family, and although even our understanding of this sacrament has many 
different interpretations, yet it is still significant that on this one Sunday Christians all over 
the world will be united in our observance of this holy meal.  
 
Within the United Church of Christ we will continue our tradition of receiving a special 
offering for the mission arm of the Church in this country, Neighbors In Need. Through a 
series of prior agreements, one third of this offering will support the work of the Council for 
American Indian Ministry, direct assistance to the 20 American Indian congregations in the 
UCC and their constituents. The larger portion of the offering will be used in this country to 
address peace and justice initiatives within our communities. As a Conference Minister in 
the Kansas- Oklahoma Conference, it was my pleasure to endorse various community 
groups as they sought program grants to address homelessness, migrant workers, 
depressed neighborhoods and other pressing needs. Although the grants are not large, they 
symbolize a partnership with the wider church that is encouraging in these important efforts 
to reach out to the neighbor.  
 
I encourage you to consider a generous offering for our Neighbors In Need. We will have 
the opportunity to participate the next two Sundays in our worship services. As Jesus 
expanded the definition of neighbor in the parable of the Good Samaritan, so we will seek to 
expand out understanding of neighbor through this offering. Peace. John Krueger 



Notes from the Council  
 
We welcome Becky Sorley as our new church organist. She is an extremely talented musician. Please 
introduce yourself to her and make her part of our church family.  
 
The Fall Worship schedule has begun. Four adult education classes have begun, and the attendance is very 
good. It is never too late to join one of these groups. They will be enriched by you and you will be enriched by 
them.  
 
Most of the new sound equipment for Fellowship Hall has arrived. It will be installed by our members under 
the supervision of Mike Hayes.  
 
The Council has asked for estimates to replace the hallway carpeting. Three types of flooring are being 
considered: commercial-grade carpeting, laminate, and carpet squares Let us know if you have a preference.  
 
The Spiritual Life Committee will be putting together an Advent Daily Devotional by and for our 
congregation. It will be in the Upper Room format. We need twenty-five people to volunteer to write a 
paragraph or two for this booklet.  
 
The Council is looking for new members to serve a 3-year term on the Council beginning in January 2006. If 
you are willing to serve on the Council, see Pat Clarke, Gwen Hamilton, Marcia Hauser, Linda Stevens, or 
Louise Plummer.  
 
A Pulpit Committee has been appointed, approved by the Council, and they are ready to begin the task of 
finding a new senior pastor. Please keep this committee in your prayers.  
 
We would like to create “Wish List” of items we would like to have for St. John’s, and we want your 
suggestions. Please share your suggestions with a Council member or one of the pastors.  
 
As always, the Council remains open to the cares and concerns of all the members. Your communication with 
us is very important.  
 
Louise Plummer,  
Council President  
 

FINANCES - AUGUST 2006 
  
 CONTR EXPENSE BALANCE 
Current Fund  18,238 15,656 2,582 
Benevolence Fund  1,842 2.316 (474) 
Building Care  1,706 3,501 (1,795) 
Replacement Fund  557 0 557 
Debt Reduction - Roof  612 209 403 
    
All Other Funds  59,074 5,709 53.365 
    
Sub Total  82,029 27,391 54,638 



THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 
The Board of Christian Education is currently looking 
for new members for the upcoming 2 year term, 
covering 2007 and 2008. The BCE meets the first 
Tuesday of every month. The meetings usually last 
about 1 ½ hours. If you are interested, or would like 
to suggest someone to be on the board, starting 
September 24th there will be a green box in the back 
of the Sanctuary. There will also be forms to either 
put your name or the name of the person you are 
suggesting to be on the board. If you have any 
questions, you can speak to Mindy, Carol Emhardt, or 
any other BCE member. 
 
 
Okay, so you have all heard of Men are from Mars, 
Women are from Venus, but have you heard of an 
“emotional love tank?” How about a “love 
language?” And, not, it’s not French – trust me, I tried 
that! Although these phrases may seem a bit comical, 
they could be the key to a strong and growing 
relationship between you and your spouse, your 
children or anyone you want to get closer to. People 
express and receive love in different ways. This 
course will help you identify your primary love 
language, but more importantly that of the special 
people you share your time with. The principles 
taught in “The Five Love Languages” adult Sunday 
school class starting October 8th, will provide you 
with the tools necessary to improve most any 
relationship. Come one! Come All! Regardless of 
your age or current family situation, these tools will 
help you grow in any relationship you value. Jennifer 
and I have experienced this program before, and we 
both agree; it is truly amazing. If you have any 
questions about the course itself or the focus of the 
“Family Relations” adult Sunday school program, feel 
free to call Shawn Seals at (317) 885-8341. 

 
 
 
 
 
To friends at St. John’s, 
                                 

Thank you for the kind words, prayers and cards after 
my mother’s passing. I appreciated the supportive and 
compassionate call from Pastor Krueger. I am very 
grateful for the St. John’s family during this difficult 
time. 
                            Susie Smith and family 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Pastor Don 

for his many visits. Also thanks for all the cards I 
received during my recent hospitalization.     
                                    God bless you all, 
                                     Jim Rodarmel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL  
– This Christmas season, the 
Spiritual Life Committee 

would like to create a daily devotional booklet that 
will be written by and for  the members of St. John’s. 
To do this, we need at least twenty-five volunteers to 
write a brief text sharing a Christmas memory, a 
season-related reflection, or thoughts about the 
meaning of Christmas. The devotional will use the 
Upper Room format. The scripture verse will be 
suggested, but the writer will provide the text and a 
brief closing prayer (one or two sentences). Look for 
the sign-up sheet in the Knack Room hallway and 
volunteer to share your holiday musings with us. 
 
COUNCIL NOMINATIONS —If you are interested 
in serving on the Church Council, please contact a 
member of the Nominating Committee. The 
Nominating Committee members are: Gwen 
Hamilton, Marcia Hauser, Linda Stevens and Pat 
Clarke. Council members must be church members in 
good standing and have attained twenty-one years of 
age. 
During the month of October, a Nominating 
Committee composed of the outgoing members of the 
Council will be soliciting candidates for members of 
the Church Council. The committee will present a list 
of potential candidates to the current Council at the 
November Council meeting for approval. After 
approval by the Council, the Nominating Committee 
will contact each candidate to ask for a commitment 
to serve for three years. The slate of candidates will 
then be presented to the Council at the December 
meeting. Council members will be elected by a 
majority vote at the congregational meeting. 
 
 



 
 

 
   Mrs Mary H. O’Brien 
    10 Sycamore Drive 
    Medford, NJ 08055-8715 
 

 
Ruth Heinzerling & Lois Rothermel 
         8552 Olde Mill Run 
    Indianapolis, IN 46260-5305 
 
Rev. Debbie Jo Atkins 
339 N. Franklin Street 
Staunton, IL 62088 
                                      Rev. & Mrs. Steve Voelker 
     6833 State Road 17 
                                      Plymouth, IN 46563-8701  
Steven Atkins 
1268 N. Road 750 W 
Bargersville, IN 46106-9038 
                                              
            Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Mosley 
     620 Glenwood Drive 
     Henderson, KY 42420-2106 
 

Addresses of our members in 
College 
   
 
Amy LaGrange 

       Lankenau Hall 
       1515 Campus Drive East 
                             Room 428 
                             Valparaiso, IN 46383 
 
Adam Miner 
1523 E. Mills Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46227 
 
   David Reed 
   2724 E. 10th Street, Apt. 21 
    Bloomington, IN 47408 
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Pat Welch and Michelle Beers 
September 23, 2006 
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Maurice Smock 
      By: Paul & Beth Gaylo�
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On September 10th we started off things with the 
traditional Video Scavenger Hunt.  This year the 
teams were the boys vs. the girls.  Cara, Emily, 
Kelsey, and Chelsea (the girls) were the first 
ones back with all of their activities completed 
and was awarded a prize.  Ben, Alex, Corey, and 
Richie (the boys) came in second but may still 
have the chance to win the second prize.  
September 24th we will be watching the videos 
and awarded the team with the most points.  We 
will also be tie dying our youth group t-shirts.  If 
you missed the first youth group meeting it is not 
too late to join in the fun. 

 
 

 
 

On October 8 th we are having a 
lesson on Running the Good Race so don’t 

forget your gym shoes.  Also, we will be 
discussing the Power of the Tongue.  On 
October 20 th to the 22 nd we will be having a St. 
John’s UCC Youth Group Fall Retreat.  The 
theme is Inside Out.  Don’t forget your pumpkin 
and look for more information coming soon.   

 
 

 
We would like to extend the warmest welcome to 
Laura and Steve Squires our new youth leaders.  
Steve was confirmed at the First Congregation 
United Church of Christ in Elyria, Ohio.  This is 
also where they got married.  Currently Steve 
has a bachelor’s degree in biology, a master’s 
degree in education, and a master’s degree in 
ethics and is pursuing a doctorate degree in 
health care ethics.  Laura comes from a scientific 
background, earning a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in physics.  She currently works at an 
engineering company here in Indianapolis.  
Steve has been playing the key board for the last 
year for SOP and Laura sings with the group.  
Laura and Steve have been active members of 
St. John's UCC for about a year and a half.  We 
welcome you two and are blessed to have you 
part of the youth ministry. 
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We offer 3 adult Christian education classes 
during the 9:00 am Sunday school hour.  We 
have some amazing teachers who love the Lord 
and would like to share their knowledge and 
understanding with others.  Find a class that 
appeals to you and jump in. 
 

 

����
During the 10:30 am worship all the children 
ages 3 to 5th grade are dismissed with Mindy to 
the Kids Gathering Time.  This is a time for the 
children to learn some songs and do special 
activities.  Please join us for worship.  If you 
have any questions contact Mindy Dwyer.  
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The new 2006-2007 Sunday School Program 
has started.  Sunday school classes are 

provided for all ages at 9-10 am every Sunday 
morning.  Sunday school is a time to learn more 
about the Bible and what we believe.  Most of 
our children and youth classes are using the 
Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum.  The first, 
second, and third grades are continuing the 

Godly Play Curriculum.  Each class is taught by 
a team of teachers who will rotate.  We do take 

attendance and offering.  Those students that do 
come will be rewarded in many different ways 
and the offering goes to support Johnny Paul 

Fuel Mendez, a child we support through 
Children International.  If you have any questions 

please contact Mindy or one of the BCE 
members. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

I would like to announce that Carolyn 
Hayes is the teacher of the month.  This is her 
second consecutive year of teaching an adult 
Sunday school class.  The class is the largest in 
numbers on Sunday morning.  They currently 
have 16 adults in the classroom studying 
effective prayer.  May God bless you for your 
devotion and love for the education of St John’s 
members.  Well done good and faithful servant.   
����
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Date Room 1 Room 2 Room 9 Room 10 
Sept. 

10 
 

Sept. 
17 
 

Sept. 
24 
 

Oct. 
1 
 

The Hard 
Saying of 

Jesus 
 

Teacher:   
Pastor Don 
Crismon 

The Bible 
101 

 
Teacher:   

Pastor John 
Krueger 

Oct. 
8 
 

Oct. 
15 
 

Oct. 
22 
 

Oct. 
29 
 

Family 
Relations: 
The Five 

Love 
Languages 

 
Teacher:  
Shawn & 
Jennifer 

Seals 

The 
Gospels 

According 
to the 

Simpsons 
 
 

Teacher:   
Matt Good 

 
This class 
meets at 
4:15 pm 

before the 
Evening 
Worship 
Service. 

Effective 
Prayer 

 
 

Teacher:  
Carolyn 
Hayes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic 
Beliefs 

 
 

Teacher:  
Carolyn 
Hayes 

 
 
 
 
 

The Genesis 
Stories 

 
Teacher:  

Pastor John 
Krueger 
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