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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 
 
This Sunday begins the four weeks of preparation for the observance of Christmas, the 
nativity of Jesus of Nazareth. We will begin singing some of the Advent hymns, easing our 
way into the Christmas carols. The Advent Dinner on December 2 sets the mood with food, 
children and song. The Ladies Night Out on December 4 could be at another time of the year 
but it seems fitting in this time of gathering and renewal of friendships and community. 
Santa's Workshop on December 8 continues the theme as we prepare crafts and toys for 
others in this season of giving. On December 16 we will visit some of our home-bound and 
shut-ins as we sing carols and remind them they are not forgotten. 
 
The four Advent Services will feature special music and the scriptures of Lion and 
preparation. We will gather about the Lord's Table for the Sacrament of Holy Communion on 
December 2 and enjoy the choral Christmas cantata by our choir on December 16. The Bell 
Choir will be featured in the service on December 23 as we approach Christmas Eve. 
 
There will be two services on Christmas Eve, a family oriented service at 5:30 on the 24th 
and a Candlelight Communion service at 11 p.m. While some will be traveling to be with 
family elsewhere others will be coming here for the holidays, reuniting families and school 
chums and congregational members. What a joyous time to be part of a Christian 
community! 
 
It will be our privilege to participate in the Christmas Fund offering, the support of retired 
ministers and/or their widows who live on the financial edge because of meager salaries 
during their time of service. This offering also supports the emergency needs of some of our 
present pastors and their families as they face catastrophic medical and health challenges. 
Your generous support would be most appreciated. 
 
A busy time, to be sure, but a wonderful time to remember our past and to celebrate our 
present congregational life made possible by God's gracious gift of Jesus Christ. See you in 
church! Peace, John Krueger 



 
 
 
November has been a 

month of preparation for the elementary and high 
school youth. The high school youth was scheduled 
to help church members with winterizing their 
homes on November 11th. Due to rainy weather and 
lack of needed assistance the youth enjoyed the 
fellowship of one another during, and following the 
Bell Choir Luncheon. The high school youth also 
helped decorate the church on November 25th 
following the 10:30 service. The elementary and 
high school youth have been spending most of their 
time preparing for the Advent Program being held 
December 2nd (5:30 p.m.) in the Fellowship Hall. 
They have been practicing hard, and are eager to 
display their talents. 

 
Along, with the Advent Program to welcome the 
Christmas Cheer, on December 9th the youth will be 
participating in the Bell Choir Dinner and Caroling. 
The youth will provide Christmas Cards to homes as 
they carol. For more Christmas fun, all youth (K-12) 
are going to go ice skating downtown on December 
16th (contact Landon if planning to attend). And, so 
that one of the stronger meanings of the season is not 
forgotten, the youth will be putting together care-
packages for the Ronald McDonald House. 

 

Just a Reminder. . . 
The Advent Dinner and Program will be held 
Sunday, December 2nd in the fellowship hall at 5:30 
p.m. Festivities will include a wassail, chicken 
dinner, and musical performances by the youth, 
Men’s Chorus, Sounds of Praise, and other church 
members. We hope to see you there catching the 
Spirit for the upcoming holiday season. 

 
Angel Tree—you may notice the Angel Tree at the 
back of the Sanctuary. As in year’s past St. John’s 
UCC is helping families that are experiencing 
difficult times by providing their children gifts for 
Christmas. Provide gifts by selecting a child from the 
tree and try to meet their listed wishes. The Angel 
Tree will remain at the back of the Sanctuary for the 
first two Sundays of December (2nd and 9th). 

 
St. John’s College Student Support Group— 
  Parents, Grandparents, and Friends are welcome to 
participate in the December 3rd preparation of the 
“Finals” box for our college students. Seventeen 
college students have been identified and contacted 

for participation in this program. All those who 
would like to bring “goodies” for our students should 
meet in Fellowship Hall on December 3rd at 6:30 
p.m. All completed boxes will be distributed to those 
parents and grandparents who attend so that the 
boxes can be sent to the college students. If a parent 
or grandparent cannot be present contact Carolyn 
Hayes, 889-1005, to make arrangements on getting 
your box to send. Any member of St. John’s can 
participate and can either bring goodies on 
December 3rd or leave them in the church office. 

 
 
Please save your water bottle caps and any spare 
yarn you don’t want. These items will be used for a 
project for the Godly Play Sunday School class. If 
you have any questions please call or email Carol 
Emhardt at 786-1573 or  

            c_emhardt@hotmail.com 
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� to Bruce Houston on 

earning the title of “Ironman” on November 3rd. He 
participated in the Ford Ironman Triathlon in 
Panama City, Florida. Over 2000 athletes attempted 
the grueling race requiring them to swim in the 
ocean (2.4 miles), bike (117 miles) and run a full 
marathon (26.2 miles) within 17 hours! Bruce 
finished in 13 hours 37 minutes. He can be proud of 
this accomplishment. 

       
 
Light from Heaven by Jan Karon. This is 
the final novel in the Mitford Series. 
 
Bad Girls of the Bible, and Really Bad 
Girls of the Bible by Liz Curtis Higgs. 
These are two fictional books that I have 
been told are very interesting. 
 

  The Red Tent by Anita Diamant. This is 
a story based on the lives of Jacob and Esau. 

 
     I hope to have Christmas material out for the 

month of December.          Doris Dobbs 



 

In Memory of: 
 
 Eleanor Kramer 
  By: William Tavenor 
         Susan Smale 
                               Ruth Smale 
                               Violet Hauser 
                               Jack & Ruth Smith 
 
Maurice Smock 
 By: Beth & Paul Gaylo 
 
              Gift to Bell Choir in 
                Honor of Andrew Harris’s  

achievement to Eagle Scout by Ed & Millie 
McClain 

 
 
 
Thanks to everyone who remembered 
me during my stay in the hospital. 
Your cards, calls and visits helped 
boost my morale. Most of all thank 
you for your prayers. A special 
thanks to Pastor Don for his calls and 

visits.Betty Durment 
 
 
To the Congregation of St. John’s, 

 I am so fortunate to grow up in and to be part 
of St. John’s. I thank everyone for the robe and 
stoles and for continued support and prayers. 
 May God bless you all, 

    Rev. John Heckman 
 
Dear my wonderful St. John’s care package 

family , 
 Thank you so much for the wonderful 
Halloween care package. I was very surprised, and it 
was nice to get a package! (getting mail or packages 
is something that is hard to come by in college, and 
any day that the mailbox is not empty is a good day!!   

                                                   Love, Rachel Dobbs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come and Celebrate the 25th annual 
Christmas Party/Open House at Mike Kauffman’s 
and Scott Casalino’s home on Saturday December 8th 
starting at 7:00 p.m. The address is 846 Granada 
Drive, Greenwood, IN 46143. Phone 882-3302. This 
year we will be collecting voluntary donations for 
the American Cancer Society Relay for Life. This 
will be the first fundraiser for the 2008 St. John’s 
team. 

 
 

The Women’s Board of St. John’s presents 
the 2nd Annual “Ladies Night Out”. Plan to enjoy a 
pleasant evening in Fellowship Hall beginning at 
7:00 p.m. The Southport High School Madrigal 
Singers will perform as we enjoy coffee, tea, and 
dessert. Transportation will be provided upon 
request. The Women’s Board will be selling tickets 
at $2.00 each before and after the service on 
December 2nd. 

     
 

Prime Timers Christmas at Buck Creek 
Playhouse on Friday, December 7th. A reminder 
for those who ordered tickets for the play. Outside 
doors to the theater open at 7:00 p.m. Theater doors 
open at 7:30 p.m.—play at 8:00 p.m. I will have the 
tickets that evening. Any questions, call Millie at 
862-6072. 

 

  
      Mrs. Kerry Carver  
      7234 Pheasant Ridge Drive 
                 Indianapolis, IN 46237-8647 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Palmer 
766 Shepherds Way 
Greenwood, IN 46143-7255 
 
   Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fischer 
   4700 Hickory Wood Row 
   Greenwood, IN 46143-7451 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Burnis Morton 
1204 Trevillian Way 
Jeffersonville, IN 47130-6162 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SMALL GROUPS 

 If our church goal is faithfulness to the One 
who commands us to make disciples then it is quite 
certain that small groups are essential. A sermon-
based small group is a weekly gathering of three to 
twelve people in a home or at church for the purpose 
of practicing the spiritual disciplines of fellowship, 
prayer and Bible Study. Each week’s study focuses 
on the previous Sunday’s sermon text. Groups are 
led by leaders and hosts who are supported by the 
pastors. A typical gathering lasts an hour and a half. 
Advance preparation requires knowing about the 
previous week’s sermon. No homework is required. 
Small groups would consist of about three per year 
and have breaks between sessions. 

Leaders 
·  Prepare for gatherings by listening to the 

sermon and previewing any supplementary 
curriculum 

·  Facilitate discussion 
·  Attend any training sessions 
·  Contact hosts, offering encouragement and 

passing on concerns to the pastor. 
·  Participate in planning of upcoming small 

group sessions 
Hosts 

·  Assist with small group sign-ups 
·  Show hospitality by creating a warm 

environment, serving refreshments if this is a 
part of the group. 

·  Communicate need and suggestions to the 
leader. 

·  Participate in planning of upcoming small 
group sessions. 

Participants 
·  Listen to the sermon. 
·  Attend their small groups’ gathering. 
·  Participate in their small groups’ gathering. 
 
We are now asking you to decide if you could be a 
host or a leader and sign up for the starting of 
small groups early next year. 
If you are interested in becoming a leader or a host 
please, call Kathy at the church office 881-2353, 
Miriam Schulz 881-5511. There will also be sign 
up sheets on the bulletin board in the hallway. 
 
NOTES FROM THE COUNCIL. . . 
Several items of Good News were shared. The 
Habitat House has been dedicated and a thankful 
family is now residing there. Thanks to Margie 

Potter for spearheading this. Thanks to all those 
who contributed money, time, food, skills, labor, 
and prayers. Carolyn Hayes is heading up a group 
whose goal is to keep in touch with members who 
are in college. A box of Halloween treats was sent 
to each one on the list. These gifts were most 
appreciated. Matt Good asked for help in finding a 
pianist for the 9:15 am service. The council 
approved hiring someone from outside the church 
for this position if there is no one from St. John’s 
who is interested. 
 
The Property Care committee presented bids for 
snow removal. Mike Ford, a member of St. John’s, 
was awarded this contract. The council approved a 
request for a circulator pump so we can have hot 
water in the preschool room and in all restrooms. 
 
A proposed budget for 2008 was approved. The 
new hallway carpet will be ordered and hopefully 
it will be installed before Christmas. 
 
Carolyn Brunnemer has agreed to take pictures of 
Pastor John, Pastor Don, and Rev. John Heckman. 
These will be added to our wall of ministers. 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held 
immediately following the 10:30 am worship 
service on Sunday, January 20, 2008. 
 

 
Deaths— Eleanor Kramer 

7-10-1920 -11-17-2007 
 
Weddings— Donny Moore & Reba Ellis 

10-6-2007 
Todd Small & Sara Kissler 
10-19-2007 
Joe Plahitko & Tracy Batten 
11-10-2007 
Murcus Griffin & Grace Womack 
12-1-17-2007 

 
Births— William Clarke Quebe 

11-13-2007 
Parents-Amanda & Greg Quebe 

 
Baptisms—Braydon Marley Shives 

10-28-2007 
Parents-Hailie Tomlinson & Ryan 
Shives 



The 2007 Mission Trip to Shannondale Community Center in Salem, 
Missouri, October 14-19, was a unique work experience for the volunteers 
from St. John's - Becky Allen, Dave and Joanne Hearrell, Jim Heidergott, 
Jeanne Reynolds, Bill and Ann Smith (friends from St. Luke's United 
Methodist Church), and "Van" VanLue -- in that we were asked to work for 
the area's fire department to complete the building of their new fire station. 
Shannondale had donated three acres of land to be used for a new station. 
The Community Center is in the middle of 4000 acres of Ozark woods, and 

the volunteer fire department there is a community necessity. The construction of the fire station 
had been a slow project, involving lots of paperwork and requirements to obtain the Federal grant 
used to finance the building, as well as the volunteers in the area being able to find the time and 
expertise to complete the building of the station. After over a year of planning and building, the fire 
board had "drawn a line in the sand" and declared that the new station would be open and ready 
for service on Sunday, October 21—along with a community meal to celebrate the grand opening. 
However, when we arrived on October 14 the work was far from being done. Pastor Jeff Fulk 
asked if we would help. Our work projects in past years had involved the Community Center itself 
and the people in the Timber area – this work would just be another type of mission project. 
 
The station was a large building that would house three or four fire department vehicles. It also 
had a second story loft storage area, two rooms for office space, a kitchen and a bathroom. 
Throughout the week we completed the wiring in the building so the light fixtures and kitchen 
appliances could be installed, assisted in the installation of cabinets, hung doors in doorways that 
had be reconstructed because the doors were the wrong size, stained and painted the doors, and 
swept and cleaned out construction debris so the building could be open to the public. When we 
left on Friday morning, the firefighters' coats, boots and helmets were neatly lined up ready for 
use, and the fire equipment was scheduled to be moved later that day into its new home. The 
volunteers declared they couldn't have opened the fire station on time without us. 
 
Since our mission funds were not needed to provide the building materials for our projects – the 
fire department's grant paid for them – we asked Pastor Jeff what his needs were this year for 
Shannondale, and he said his greatest challenge for the upcoming months was being able to pay 
the teacher for the Timber Time after-school program. (St. John's has contributed to Timber Time 
over the past years.) Shannondale no longer has the government grant that previously helped with 
the Timber Time expenses. We made a contribution with the mission trip budget to help pay the 
teacher of this deserving program for several months into the future. 
 
We also had a unique experience this year when a group of blue grass musicians from the Timber 
area met at our lodge for an evening of "pickin' and singin'" with guitars, banjos, a string bass, a 
"dobro" lap guitar and a mandolin. The musicians get together once a week just to enjoy the music 
and fellowship with their friends and families. The music lasted for hours, and we were thrilled to 
be able to experience this music from "the hills". 
 
Many thanks to everyone in the congregation who contributed food, supplies and Wal-Mart gift 
cards for the trip. The assistance from the congregation makes the mission trip affordable for 
those who attend. This was our 7th year to volunteer at the Shannondale Community Center and 
we've reserved the lodge to return in 2008 -- Sunday, October 19th to Friday, October 24th – mark 
your calendars, schedule your vacation time and plan to join us! 



 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We have placed our order for fresh nursery Christmas Poinsettias. They will be delivered to the 
church on December 22nd , and will be present for worship both Christmas Eve services. The 
poinsettias are being delivered a little later this year to have them look fresher for Christmas 
Eve. You may pick-up your plant(s) any time following  the 11:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas 
Eve service.  

You may order your poinsettias for $8.25 each by filling out the Order Form below and include 
your check payable to St. John’s. Please print legibly the name of the person(s) to whom it is 
placed in MEMORY OF or in HONOR OF. Please order no later than December 14th. 
 

Name of Person(s) in memory of:  _____________________________________ 

Name of Person(s) in honor of: _________________________________ __________ 

Given by: __________________________________________________ __________ 

Phone No. ___________________ Amount Enclosed: $ _____________________ 

MONEY MUST ACCOMPANY THE ORDER TO RESERVE YOUR PLAN T  

 

 

 
FINANCES OCTOBER 2007   

 CONTR. EXPENSE TRANSFERS BALANCE  
Current Fund 22,721  (19,289)  3432 
Benevolence Fund 4,151 (5,461)  (1,310) 
Building Care Fund 2,212 (3,171)  (959) 
Replacement Fund 766 0  766 
Debt Reduction – 
Roof 500 (119) 

 
381 

       
All Other Funds 33,379 (3,698)  33,681 

TOTAL 67,729 (31,738)  35,991 
 
 
ESTATE GIFT RECEIVED IN OCTOBER 

 


