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Sanctuary

There are four definitions for “sanctuary” in my dictionary. One, a holy place, a
building or place set aside for worship. Two, a place of refuge or protection:
originally fugitives from justice were immune from arrest in churches or other
sacred places. Three, refuge or protection; immunity from punishment or the
law. Four, a reservation where animals or birds are sheltered for breeding
purposes and may not be hunted or otherwise molested.

St. John’s United Church of Christ is a sanctuary in a number of ways. We have
a special room that is often referred to as the sanctuary, the place of worship.
Many special services and occasions are celebrated in that special place. |
would suggest that in a larger sense this congregation itself has the capacity to
be a sanctuary from a busy, noisy and dangerous world. When we are together
we form a special community and even a place of refuge for those who are
harassed and exploited. Here we practice Christian community, imperfectly to be
sure, but we are attempting to be that gracious, forgiving, loving community in
which all can find refuge and safety. That is precisely why it is so offensive when
that trust is violated and betrayed by persons, clergy and lay, who prey on others
and take advantage of others.

My vision of the Church of Jesus Christ is that we intentionally seek to create and
sustain a community in which we genuinely care about each other and seek the
very best for each other. | envision a place where people of differing political and
theological positions can live in harmony, not agreeing but determining that our
fellowship is more important than convincing each other about our opinions. |
envision a place of safety where discordant ideas are given a fair hearing, where
the voice of dissent is honored and where all are treated with respect.

That vision is not often present in families or churches or schools or places of
work. Dominant voices drown out weaker voices. Strong opinions overwhelm
minority ideas. Voting takes precedence over living with ambiguity. Those who
do not fit in are nudged aside. It is important to remember that in the Bible there
are many stories in which the minority report proved to be closer to God’s will
than the majority opinion, and that God often used discounted people in
miraculous ways. So let us nurture this community as a sanctuary community, a
place of safety and peace and hope for all.

Peace, John Krueger



A special congregational
meeting will be held immediately following the
10:30 worship service on Sunday, October 7,
for the purpose of approving the purchase of
new carpeting for the church office and
hallways.

Thanks to those who have volunteered to host
a small group. Plans are being made to get
several of these groups started. Watch for
opportunities to become part of this exciting
new ministry at St. John’s.

The council approved the choir request to have
robes and stoles cleaned for the Sanctuary
Choir, Joyful Noise Handbell Choir, and the
Acolytes. The last cleaning was in 2004.

Church Women United will have its annual
Project Fair on Saturday, October 13, 9:30 to
11:30 am at St. John AME Church, 1669
Columbia. Chairpersons will bring us up to date
on 3 of CWU projects. Needed items: for
Julian__Center —any size diapers, baby
clothes, bottles, wipes, sippy cups, blankets,
canned tuna fish, peanut butter, and one-step
meals; for Women's Prison —microwave
popcorn, side dishes, pasta & vegetables,
Idaho potato packets, tuna fish pouches, dried
Northern beans, yards of cotton material for
pjs, yards of white flannel for baby blankets,
(some of the residents like to sew) Newborns
are allowed to stay with their mother of 18
months; for Juvenile Correctional Facility —
stationery, Christian jewelry, winter jackets and
coats for girls age 12-18 years old. Please help
us gather these items by October 10™. A
marked box will be in the back of the
sanctuary.
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NEW YOUTH LEADER—We are pleased to
welcome Landon Brothers as our new part-
time Director of Youth and Family Ministry. He
is a 2006 graduate of Franklin College and the
nephew of Ron Brothers, a member of St.
John’s. Landon is energetic, enthusiastic, and
looks forward to planning activities with and for
our youth.

Notes from the Council. . Many
good things have been going on at St. John’s,
and we are ready for a busy fall schedule of
activities. Thanks to Leonard Van Lue, the
north door has a new coat of paint and looks
so much brighter. Two new fire/smoke
detectors will be installed in fellowship hall and
be wired into our security system. Pastor John
has volunteered to assist the council in
selecting a gift from St. John’s for John
Heckman upon his ordination.

The finance committee will begin working on
the proposed budget for 2008. Any
suggestions would be greatly appreciated. Talk
to Rosemary Thomas, Wendell Adams, Mike
Reed, Ernie Carlson, or Denise Jacobson if
you have a suggestion.

The council is looking for 7 new members to
serve three-year terms on the council. The
council subcommittees are Stewardship &
Finance, Property Care, and Spiritual Life &
Evangelism. Every member of St. John’s is
eligible to serve on the council. A willingness to
serve is the only other requirement. The
council meets on the second Thursday of every
month. This is a very good way to use your
gifts, your talents, and your experience to
benefit St. John's.



Tuesday, December 4™

Calling all women ages 10-110!

The Women's Board presents

the 2" Annual “Ladies Night
Out” on Tuesday, December 4". Plan to enjoy
a pleasant evening in fellowship Hall beginning
at 7 pm. The Southport High School Madrigal
Singers will perform as we enjoy coffee, tea,
and desserts served by some of St. John’s
finest fellows. Transportation will be provided
upon request.

FLU / PNEUMONIA SHOTS—

Flu/Pneumonia Shots will again be given at St.

John’s on Sunday, November 11", 10:00 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. by Visiting Nurse Service, Inc. Cost

will be Flu-$25, Pneumonia-$40

% dose for ages 6-35 months-$15
Individuals with Medicare Part-B as their
primary carrier must present their card
to receive their shots. VNS will directly
submit these claims to Medicare
Individuals with a Medicare Advantage
Program as their primary carrier must
pay at the time of service. A receipt will
be issued and the individual may submit
for reimbursement to their Advantage
carrier.

Destti Among oun Church Eamly

Mary O’Brien
March 12, 1921 — September 13, 2007

Legacy Committee
Luncheon and Seminar

On Sunday, October 28, immediately following
the 10:30 worship service, the Legacy
Committee will present a brief, informative tax
seminar for members of St. John’s. Bill Kiesel,
a member of Emmanuel UCC and a finance
professional at Smith Barney, will be our
speaker. He will explain the tax savings one
can have with charitable giving from an IRA
rollover account. Such a gift can be a benefit to
both the giver and the charity. A free lunch will
be served by Pam Dobbs’ Girl Scout Troop at
11:30 a.m. and the seminar will begin at 12:45
p.m. Adequate time will be allotted for
questions and answers as well as an
opportunity to discuss the importance and
preparations of wills.

New Addresses

Tammy Kendall
628 Hollow Pear Dr
Indianapolis, IN 46217
Rachel Dobbs
Teter Elins D 105
501 N. Sunrise Dr
Bloomington, IN 47406

Amy LaGrange
Schelle Hall Rm 237
1505 Campus Dr. E
Valparaiso, IN 46383

Bilithis

Peyton Joseph Squires
August 27, 2007

Parents—Steve & Laura Squires
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By: Miners, Art, Luann, Adam & Aaron
Margie Potter
Lynn & Jean Wehner
Wm. & Marguerite Nierman
Ruth Schnell
Robert & Gletta Lane

Letter from the Youth Director
Dear St. John’s Congregation,

| have had the opportunity to meet some of you
that have stopped by the church office
throughout the week. Thank you so much for
your comforting welcome. For those of you |
have yet to meet, | look forward to doing so this
Sunday. My goal is to work with the youth, and
revitalize the youth programs here at St. John’s
UCC. | am enthusiastic about this opportunity
to serve the Lord, and look forward to working
with you all. Have a great rest of the week, and
| look forward to seeing you all on Sunday
morning.

God bless,
Landon J. Brothers

FINANCES AUGUST 2007

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING

On October 7, we will join with congregation of
the United Church of Christ all over this country
to receive our special offering for Neighbors in
Need. This Fall offering is used to address
some of the pressing mission opportunities in
this country, form health and food ministries to
support native American congregations to
assistance for migrant workers and displaced
families. In many places, these monies are
distributed through local congregations as they
have identified community needs, applied for
grants from this offering and followed through
to ensure a successful outcome. Please be
generous in response to the significant needs
that can be addressed through our gifts.

CONTR. EXPENSE TRANSFERS BALANCE
Current Fund 16,097 (15,390) (1,444) (737)
Benevolence Fund 2,446 (2,002) 444
Building Care Fund 2,051 (1,863) 188
Replacement Fund 669 - 669
Debt Reduction — Roof 483 (155) 328
All Other Funds 1,716 (2,181) 1,444 979
TOTAL 23,462 (21,591) - 1,871

Roof Loan Balance $26,740.33

Interest Rate 6.75%



&T. JOHN'S YOUTH GRoyp

On August 26" we started off things with lunch
and a trip to the movies to see Evan Almighty.
We included the junior youth in this trip and had
a total of 13 attend.
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On September 30 ™ we are having

a bonfire at Corey Smith’s house

following worship service. On October 14 ™ we

will be meeting after the 10:30 service. We will

support the Bell Choir luncheon and then do an

activity. Look for more information on this event
in the bulletin and on the youth room door.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
FOR PARENTS AND ADULTS
OFALL AGES!

We offer an adult Christian education class
during the 9:15 am Sunday school hour.

Pastor Don - Strange Facts About the Bible

Carolyn Hayes - Fully Devoted — Living Each
Day in Jesus’ Name

We offer an adult Christian education class on
Monday at 10:00AM and 7:00PM.

Pastor John - How the Bible Has Come to Us

Find a class that appeals to you and join in
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During the 10:30 am worship all the children
ages 3 to 5™ grade are dismissed to the
Children’s Gathering Time. This is a time for
the children to do special activities. We could
use some volunteers to help lead this activity. If
you are willing, please contact Stephanie Kelley
or Robin Ford.
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The new 2007-2008 Sunday School Program
has started. Sunday school classes are
provided for all ages at 9:15 -10 am every
Sunday morning. If you have any questions
please contact one of the BCE members.

Thank you to all who have volunteered.
God bless you for your devotion and love for
the education of St John’s members. Well
done good and faithful servant.






