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A New Year's Resolution 

"In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of the Southeast Association of the Indiana-
Kentucky Conference of the United Church of Christ, I declare you duly installed as pastor 
and teacher of St. John's United Church of Christ. Thanks be to God." 
 
This is the declaration at the close of the Service of Installation that will formally place 
your new Senior Minister within the ministry of this congregation. We do not yet know the 
name of this person, but we are optimistic that the Search Committee is nearing the 
end of its work on our behalf. 
 
Notice that when a person is called to serve a congregation, that person is called to be 
both pastor and teacher. It is my contention that we have embraced the task of pastoring 
more fully than the task of teaching. Certainly every sermon has a teaching 
component, but as I look back on my ministry I regret that I did not seek out more 
opportunities to be the resident teacher. I think there is a greater expectation for a Jewish 
Rabbi to be this resident teacher than a Protestant minister. 
 
I say this because I would challenge us to be diligent about growing our Christian faith 
deeper in this New Year of 2008. For me this begins with Bible study and then expands 
into various discussion and study opportunities that will be planned. Two classes 
for adults are offered on Sunday mornings at 9:15, one led by Pastor Don and one by 
Carolyn Hayes. In both cases there is more room about the table for those who would 
join them. 
 
Beginning on January 14, 1 will offer a class on the book of Revelation on six Mondays, 10 
a.m. and 7 p.m. This is an intriguing and often misunderstood book that continues to 
challenge us. It was one of the last books to be included in the 27 books that make up our 
New Testament, but I find it filled with hope and promise. I invite you to begin the New 
Year with the resolution to study the Bible for the guidance, wisdom and instruction it 

contains. As John Robinson, one of the early leaders of the Pilgrim band in England and 
Holland, said as the tiny group set off for the new world: "the Lord had more truth and 
light yet to break forth out of his holy Word." Peace, John Krueger 



The 
Youth 
Beat 

 The month of December kicked off with 
the Advent Dinner and Program. The youth had 
spent most of November preparing for the first 
evening of the Advent season. The elementary 
students sang a couple of songs, and then stole the 
show playing Christmas songs on the chimes. 
Individual performances by Alex and Adam 
Sorely captivated the audience with their talents 
on piano (Alex) and cello (Adam). High school 
students displayed their singing talents while 
collaborating with Sounds of Praise. The high 
schoolers also treated the audience to a theatrical 
performance of Christmas Shoes. Andy Fak began 
the program by reading The Birth of Jesus 
Foretold (Luke 1:28-36) in German, and his 
brother Connor helped with the translation. 
 The following Saturday, December 8th the 
youth helped make gifts for Santa Claus when 
Santa made his annual early December stop at St. 
John’s United Church of Christ. The morning was 
spent completing 75 teddy bears to be given to 
other children this Christmas. The morning was 
complete with the children enjoying breakfast with 
St. Nicholas himself telling him their Christmas 
wishes. The next day on December 9th a handful of 
the church youth went caroling with other church 
members to our church shut-ins. The elementary 
students provided those visited with Christmas 
cards. 
 The high school students are continuing the 
giving ways of St. John’s UCC by putting together 
care-packages for those parents staying in the 
Indianapolis Ronald McDonald House over the 
Christmas holiday. These care-packages contain 
only a small amount of living essentials, but the 
hope is to improve these families holiday anyway 
our youth can.  
 Upcoming youth events include: Merom 
Retreat (high school, January 11-13), Pizza Fund-
raiser (high school, January 26), Ice Skating (all 
ages, rescheduled, TBA). 

 

The Preschool is in need of a gently used 
newer computer. We will soon have internet 
and are excited to expand our outreach to 
parents and possible new students. If you can 
help us please contact the church office. 
 
 

 
 
  Martha Forrest and April Kelly 
  5915 San Miguel Circle, Apt. D 
  Indianapolis, IN 46250 
 
 

 
 
                       In Memory of: 
   Harry Kellerhouse 
    
 

 
 
Dear Friends— 
 Thanks so much for you contribution to 
the Ronald McDonald House of Indiana’s Pop 
Tab Program! 
 Pop tab dollars are used to help defray 
the operating costs of the House so that we can 
continue to be a home away from home for 
families with critically ill or injured children at 
Riley or other Indianapolis area hospitals. In 
2006 alone, we raised over $50,000 from 
millions of recycled tabs. 
 Your support of the project is truly 
appreciated! 
      Sara A. Risley,  
                        Community Outreach Manager 



 
 
Dear St. John’s UCC— 
 On behalf of Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Indianapolis, Partner Families, Board of 
Directors and our thousands of volunteers, 
please accept our sincere thanks for your recent 
contribution for the UCC Build in the amount of 
$899.90 received September 30, 2007. 
 Your gift, and those of many other 
faithful supporters, helped to provide homes for 
17 deserving families in 2007. Since 1987, 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Indianapolis 
has built 311 homes in partnership with many 
families, volunteers, churches, organizations and 
corporations. With the support that we receive 
from our community and because the need for 
decent, affordable housing continues to exist, 
our plans include building an additional 90 
homes over the next 3 years. 
  Once again, thank you for your 
support and concern for those in Indianapolis 
who are in need of decent, affordable housing. 
  Dean Illingworth, FAIA 
  Executive Director/Architect 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you, again, for your past support 
of $100 to the United Christmas Service. Your 
generosity, along with the generosity of many 
others, provided holiday assistance to more than 
29,000 individuals in 2006!  
 Ron Pearson, Policy Committee Chair  
 United Christmas Service 
 
Thanks to everyone who remembered me during 
my stay in the hospital. Your cards, calls and 
visits helped boost my morale. Most of all thank 
you for your prayers. A special thanks to Pastor 
Don for his calls and visits. 
    Betty Durment 

 
 
The December Council meeting was primarily 
concerned with finishing the church’s business 
for 2007. Each Council meeting begins with a 
time for members to share good things that 
have been going on around church. In 
December, there was much to share. Most 
items concerned the many Christmas activities 
at St. John’s. 
 Marcia Hauser reported that BCE was 
pleased with the attendance at this year’s 
Advent Program. The format was a little 
different than in past years. This year’s 
program was a musical variety show with both 
children and adults performing. The Santa 
Workshop/Breakfast was a great experience for 
the children who attended. Although the 
numbers were not as great as in past years, the 
children had a chance to make something and 
then give it to a needy child. Isn’t this what 
Christmas is about? 
 The treasurer’s report showed that we 
are doing well is some areas, but other areas, 
like Building Maintenance, could use some 
help. Our Carpet Replacement Fund still needs 
about $8,000 to be fully funded. 
 Several Council members met with Jim 
Jensen, an insurance agent, to discuss our 
building and business personal property 
insurance. Two groups gave quotes: The 
United Christian Insurance Group and the 
United Church of Christ Insurance Board. Both 
plans were presented to the Council for 
consideration. The Council decided to stay 
with United Christian Insurance Group with an 
annual premium of $8,707. 



 Property Care Committee has been 
working to get hot water in all restrooms in 
the building. Hopefully, this problem has 
been solved. 
 In his report to the Council, Pastor 
John expressed his concern for a new, inter-
active lighted church sign on U.S. 31. 
Thousands of cars pass our property each 
day, but our present sign has so much 
information, it is very difficult for passing 
drivers to read everything. Coincidentally, 
we learned that several candidates for Senior 
Pastor have also inquired about the kind of 
signage we have. This would be an 
expensive improvement, but one that we may 
need to look into. 
  

The report from the Search Committee was 
very optimistic. We seem to be getting close. 
We have not forgotten about the carpet. We 
have been able to renegotiate and secure 
carpeting for the hallways, two offices, the 
adult Sunday School room and the preschool 
room without going over our budget. Thanks to 
Shawn Seals, Mike Reed, Dave Hearrell, 
Rhoda Johnson, and Debbie Beeson for all 
your hard work. 
 The Council was extremely pleased to 
disburse Benevolence Funds totaling a little 
over $9,000. Your generous contributions 
made this possible. 
 The Council met in Executive Session to 
vote on raises and Christmas gifts for our staff. 
We truly appreciate the talent and dedication of 
each staff member. 
        Louise Plummer, 
       Council President 
P.S. This past year has seen several changes 
here at St. John’s. Your Council has worked 
hard to make good things happen here. I want 
to thank the Council for the dedicated service 
that each member has given. Job well done!! 

 
 

FINANCES OCTOBER 2007   

 CONTR. EXPENSE TRANSFERS BALANCE  
Current Fund 16,511  (15,873)  638 
Benevolence Fund 2,112 (1,483)  629 
Building Care Fund 1,697 (2,851)  (1,154) 
Replacement Fund 1,089 0  1,089 
Debt Reduction – Roof 454 123  577 
       
All Other Funds 1,534 (3,964)  (2,430) 

 23,397 (24,048) 0 (651) 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 20th at 11:30 A.M. 


