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The Mission Field

Perhaps some of you thought, as a child, that itldvbe wonderful to give your life to God by going
to some distant mission field to share the Gospé&ésus Christ. China, Indian, or Africa were good
possibilities. What a good and noble way to spamels life!

Two statistics | have just heard suggest that tission field is not “out there” but right here. dn
recent poll, disputed by some but confirmed in@gd poll, only 17% of the population in this
country attended a worship service or a Sunday @dtass on any given Sunday. The other 83%
chose to be elsewhere. The second statisticss 81% of the people in this country under the age
of 30 have never been in a church sanctuary, eMeis would include a weekly worship service or a
wedding or a funeral or any other event. | suspeuatare surprised by both of these findings, as |
am.

The mission field is at our doorstep, and yet ngosigregations are so engrossed in taking care of
their usual business that we fail to see the ned¢leoopportunity. We lament the empty pews,
worry about giving patterns to sustain our buddgegs,about the absence of youth or former
members, and resist doing anything very novel achieout to those “un-churched” around us. We
often point fingers at others for the plight of @angregation’s situations but are unwilling to
venture forth into new directions of mission.

In my work as a Conference Minister in Kansas akthibma | worked with many congregations
who were depressed. They remembered the goodofiftys 1950’s and 1960’s when churches were
filled, classrooms were bulging and optimism wasrgwhere. Times had changed, radically, but
the practices in most churches had not. | thotlgittsome of the congregations that closed their
doors did not died from natural causes such asgasim demographics as much as they died from
self-inflicted wounds. In a sense, they commitettide, persisting in unhelpful patterns in the
stubborn belief that somehow what had not beetfditwwould be fruitful if we kept doing what we
had always done before.

The bottom line for me is that the great majorityor congregations could grow and thrive if they
were willing to risk trying new ways of reachingtonto their mission field. For every congregation
it will be different approaches, but the commonatamator is to resist insisting that we must only
do what we have done in the past. | invite a yivdiscussion of what this would mean for St. John’s
United Church of Christ. Peace. John Krueger



April Council News ......

The last Council meeting included guests and special
announcements for the church.

» Mary Anna Speller from the UCC Disaster
Preparedness and Response Ministry spoke about
how we can participate in this ministry and about the
many projects that are ongoing such as the IN/KY
conference work camps that are mostly for long-term
recovery for floods. Annual work camps are held in
Harlan County, KY. Camps. The next camp will be
held June 8th—28th.

* Many new additions can be found in the
hallways of St. John's. Not only is the new carpet in
place but also new photos of the current
ministers were added to the walls as well as new
paintings added to enhance the offices. Thanks to all
who have contributed to these wonderful additions.

» The various council committees have been
working hard on projects that include:

0 acquiring a new appraisal of St. John's
property

o installing emergency lights, fixing the
kitchen stove, and updating the
landscape around the church

o providing ideas to increase support for the
9:15 a.m. service

» Continued support is needed for special projects in
the church:

0 Recipes for the latest St. John's
Cookbook

0 Creating more Small Groups

o Providing salads for the Annual Salad
Luncheon — May 1

0 Hosting the singers from the India
Children's Choir. About 30 singers will
need to be housed in homes on June 15th.

0 Attending the Men's Breakfast — May 3

We are all given special spiritual gifts and we can use
them in several ways at St. John's.

One includes the Cafe at the Corner. This special
ministry occurs the first Thursday of every month to support
those in our community who seek fellowship through a meal.
Carolyn Vest has worked hard with several church
members to provide this ministry. Carolyn would like to
have a few more volunteers to help with the preparing of the
meals. If you, along with a few others, would be interested in
providing a meal for 30-50 people one month, please contact
Carolyn Vest either through the church office or at her home.
This is a wonderful ministry that we need to continue to
support.

A new project being organized is called "The St.
John's Family Photos." Have you noticed the large photos
on the wall outside of the Knack Gathering Room?
These photos represent the membership of St. John's
through the years. Marguerite Nierman and Irene Moore
have graciously accepted to organize this endeavor. If
anyone would be interested in helping to identify the faces in
the photos, please contact either Marguerite or Irene. This
will be a big undertaking but one that will reap benefits for
future generations.

Lastly, | am forming a task force to study ways to
increase attendance for the 9:15 a.m. Contemporary
Service. The Council Spiritual Life committee generated
several ideas to get us started. | am looking for
individuals who attend either the 9:15 or the 10:30 services
to participate. This group may visit other contemporary
services in the area to study how we can enhance our
service. Please drop a note to me about participating in the
task force. This service provides the potential to bring in new
members for our church.

| attended the Southeastern Association meeting this past
Sunday. Bob Kleeman represented St. John's as the
association registrar. During this meeting St. John's was
recognized for their continued support of CUE. We were one
of 16 churches who support CUE. Next year we could be
one of the churches who increased they support of CUE. We
can do it. Another item of business was the presentation of
the IKC Vision. The vision document represented a model
that includes eight goals to be accomplished in the next
seven years. This model represents a plan that relates better
with our present cultural environment. Denise Jacobson from
St. John's worked on the committee.

Lastly, please continue to keep the Pastoral Search
Committee in your prayers as they review potential
candidates to be our Senior Pastor.

Carolyn Hayes
Council President
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Bell Trip Update: “Florida or Clang”

It is hard to believe that less than 12 months agbhad less than $30.00 in our Hand Bell
checking account and we decided to try and raig08D.00 for a trip to the International Hand Bell
Symposium. What were we thinking! Well, as to datih the $9,350.00 already paid for registration
of 11 ringers, we have a very healthy balance ¢2KR00 with 3 months of fund raising yet to go.
Hotels are yet to be paid. We are staying 4 tocanrto cut costs. It is a good thing we are friends!
Rooms will be about $2,400. We are now beginningetize some funds for the gasoline for 3
vehicles and hotels on the way down. How excitimgde our goals and dreams met and surpassed.

We could not have accomplished any of this witteugdport and encouragement from you, our
St. John's family. You have eaten our dinners anddhes at the Dinner Bell Cafe, allowed us to
baby-sit your children, and you eaten out at Gtiowaks Charley's, Max and Erma's and Applebee'’s.
You have bought cookies, cakes, and even Thankggpies from us. Many of you have made
generous financial gifts to the bell choir fund. Wave tried to thank you individually for thosetgif
Please know how truly appreciative we are. Sonta@fifts have been made anonymously.

As we come to the culmination of our fundraising, will have dinners yet in June and July as
well as working at the track a couple more times kwow we owe the congregation so much. We are
planning to host a couple dinners when we retume,af them a freebie to say thank you and woulel lik
to continue dinners to help raise funds for maybetter coffee maker system or ice maker. Both are
things that would have come in handy in the lastridhths. We have enjoyed seeing friends sit
and enjoy each other's company at dinner once a@hm¥dfe have gotten to know many of you better
also. Perhaps there is another group out theremtiad like to alternate months with us.

We have,egunrehearsing the music for the Symposium. Most of guite difficult. We will
present it in a concert in the fall. We are stdténing for the melodies in some of the piecegyldre
all brand new compositions, written especiallytfis Symposium. Just like the ringers, the composer
and directors are from all over the world. We & anly delegation from Indiana. We will be
rehearsing throughout the summer to prepare.

When | was stressing early last fall, Pastor Jolohrne to have faith, that the money would be
there. God doesn't give us dreams and mission®utitfiving us the ways to reach them. We are
proud to serve as ambassadors for St. John's.

Thank you, again!
Kay and the members of A Joyful Noise Those
attending the Symposium:

Susie Smith Kristy Sanders
Alice States Larry States
Sue Good Seth Good
Kathy Harris Andrew Harris
Cheryl Carlson Suzanne Crosby

Kay LaGrange



Mission Trip Informational Meeting

this year’s mission trip will be held on
Sunday, May 18 @ 6:00 p.m. at the

church. The mission trip to Shannondale Community
Center in Salem, Missouri, is scheduled for Sunday,

October 19 — Friday, October 24. This will be oflr 8
year to travel to Shanondale. The projects we
undertake vary from year to year, and everyone is
welcome to “learn on the job”—skilled labor is not
required! The work at Shannondale is always
rewarding to the mission trip attendees, and the
fellowship of the group is rewarding as well. Ifuyo
cannot attend the May T8neeting, but would like to
go on the trip in October, please tell Joanne Hdarr
so that your intentions will be known. The interest
level indicated by attendance at this meeting may
determine the feasibility of continuing the misstap
this year.
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Task Force —9:15 a.m. Contemporary Service

St. John’s members are encouraged to participate in

the task force being formed to study the 9:15 a.m.

Contemporary Service and how we can increase the

attendance. It doesn’t matter which service one
attends. Support is needed from all of us. If ym a
interested in working with this group, contact Ggno
Hayes, 889-1005 araahayes@sbcglobal.n&his
service has the potential to bring in new members t
our church.
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A meeting to make preliminary plans for

MEMORIALS—

Betty Brown
By: Gene & Irene Moore

Martene Lowe
By: Dick & Pat Schneider
Dick & Rhoda Johnson

Cody West
By: Gene Nix

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkk

A special thanks to the parents,
grandparents, and St. John’s
church family who contributed
to the special boxes sent to our
college students this past year.
We received several thank you
notes from our college students.
We will continue this ministry
next year.
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A special thanks to my St. John'’s friends for
their many cards, phone calls and visits while $wa
in the hospital. I'm happy to say that | am on the
road to recovery, and it is good to be back in chur
again.

God Bless you all—
Jean Ressler
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LOOK WHO'S MOVED: ...

Matt & Kim Good
972 /spring Meadow Drive
Greenwood, IN 46143
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Destti Among our Church Eamly

Betty Brown
Oct.28, 1924 — Mar. 27, 2008



CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

May Friendship Day

Friday, May 9

Southport UMC

1947 East Southport Road
(Corner of Southport and Madison Ave.)
11:00 am - 1:00 pm $7.00

Please send lunch reservations to

Elsie Britton, CWU Treasurer

4831 English Avenue 46201-4710
By Friday, May 2, 2008

Checks payable to: Church Women United
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SCHOOL KIT UPDATE
Help Us Assemble Kits

May 9-22, 2008

Mon |[Tues |[Wed |Thur |Fri Sat
9 10

. . 9:30- | 9:30-
Delivery of items May 2-12 4-00 Noon
12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30- | 9:30- |9:30- |9:30- |9:30- |9:30-
4:00 | 4:00 7:00 |[4:.00 |4:.00 Noon
19 20 21 22
9:30- | 9:30- | 9:30- | 9:30-
4:00 |4:00 7:00 |4:00

Please note: There are no food facilities at the
assembly site.Volunteers working through the lunch
hour are welcomed to bring a sack lunch (soft drink
and fruit juices provided) or eat at nearby resiats.

QuestionsPlease call the Church World
Service Regional Office toll free (888) 297-2767
or in the Indianapolis calling area: 923-2938.
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

We will continue to meet at 9:15 and 10:30 for our
Sunday morning worship services through the
summer, with an informal coffee/snack time in
between at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The
Sounds of Praise will provide the music for the=:1
service on the first and third Sundays and we ball
looking for alternative persons and/or groups é&p st
up for musical leadership on the second and fourth
Sundays. Make weekly Sunday worship a regular
part of your summer plans.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 11

Pentecost is celebrated 50 days after Easter, and
since Easter was early this year, so Pentecost is
earlier than usual. We will gather about the Lerd’
Table to share the Sacrament of Holy Communion in

Please call the IN/KY CWS office to schedule both of our services. The recommended color of the
volunteer hours. There will be a morning and day is red, signifying the flame of the Holy Spirit

an afternoon shift (plus evenings on
Wednesdays).You may volunteer for more than Mother’s Day, so this will be a very special Sunday

God’s gift to the Church of Jesus Christ. Thial&o

one shift. (If you will be bringing your for us.
donations with you, please plan your volunteer
shift prior to May 14).
FINANCIAL REPORT FIRST QUARTER 2008
CONTR. EXPENSE TRANSFERS BALANCE
Current Fund 22,371 (21,108) 0 1,263
Benevolence Fund 3,703 (1,550) 0 2,153
Building Care Fund 2,964 (2,080) 0 884
Replacement Fund 910 (765) 0 145
Debt Reduction — Roof 235 (95) 0 140
All Other Funds (6,080) (6,592) (12,672)
24,103 (32,190) 0 (8,087)
Legacy invested funds
Decrease in value (9,517) Add Back 1,430




Youth Happenings

Youth group was idle the first week of April due to many of the church youth smartly choosing to spend their spring
break in warmer regions of the United States. The next Sunday, the senior youth (7th-12th grade) were to help church
members with spring cleaning duties. Weather was not favorable, which limited how much could be done around the
community. However, Emily Houston kindly volunteered and helped in collecting trash on the St. John's UCC
grounds: Surprisingly two bags worth of trash! This past Sunday (April 201), the senior youth enjoyed food, watched
the film Facing the Giants, and had a brief discussion about the film. This coming Sunday the junior youth (pre-K- 6t
grade) will be playing flag football after church. All youth are encouraged to bring play clothes and friends.

The game will end at 12:30pm.

Upcoming Events

April 26!- Flag Football following the 10:30 service and end at 12:30 May 18-

Celebration Sunday (no Sunday School)

- Graduation Recognition Social following the 10:30 service

Please Note that originally on the May 18" youth group exchange has been postponed

Vacat Bilchool

Summer will soon be here and so too will Vacation Bible
School. Landon and the Board of Christian Education (BCE)
are looking for teachers and volunteers to lead youth in
Lift Off! Soaring to New Heights with God. VBS will take
place the week of June 23rd- 27th. Contact Landon or
one of the BCE members if you are interested in
volunteering.

Graduation Recognition
Social

If you are a member of the church, or know of a
member that is graduating from high school, college, or
graduate school please provide the church with the
following information for our Graduation Recognition
Social on May 18th. Turn this form in to the church
office by May 11 th.

Graduate's Name:

Degree Received:

Intended College:

Intended Major:

| will attend the 10:30 worship service
| will attend the Recognition Social.



